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Every object in our world has a story of how it is made. 
The How People Make Things exhibition tells that story by 

linking familiar objects to the people, ideas, and technology 
that make them possible. How People Make Things, inspired by 
the factory tour segments from the Mister Rogers’ Neighborhood 
television series, offers hands-on activities using real factory 
tools and machines to create objects.

“children learn that 
most things don’t 
happen quickly or 

magically, but by hard 
work and 

persistence.”
 —Mister rogers

“i like the fact 
that children can 
see basically how 

things in this world 
are made today.”

 —Montshire 
visitor

how PeoPle MAke things through June 2.

“Mom, i used to 
think i hated 

building things; 
now i think i like it.”

 —Montshire 
visitor

How People Make Things was created by Children’s Museum of Pittsburgh in collaboration with Fam-
ily Communications, Inc. (FCI), the producer of Mister Rogers’ Neighborhood, and the University of 
Pittsburgh Center for Learning in Out-of-School Environments (UPCLOSE).  The exhibit was made 
possible with support from the National Science Foundation and The Grable Foundation. Power uP 

and cut
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Outside Learning

Many Montshire visitors 
think of the “muse-
um” as what they find 

inside the building and in 
Science Park, without taking advan-

tage of the Museum’s 100-acre prop-
erty. The area supports an extensive trail system—in-
cluding waypoints, outdoor exhibits, interpretive signs, 
and an astronomical stroll to the far reaches of the 
solar system—offering visitors an experience not found 
in most science centers.

Walk under the railroad tracks adjacent to Science Park 
and you’ll find the Quinn Nature Preserve, which features 
scenic views of the Connecticut River and accessible trails 
along the river and meadow. Exhibit stops along the 
meadow and river interpret the importance of the river as 
a migratory pathway and the role of the riparian buffer 
(the natural area alongside the riverbank) in maintain-
ing the health of the river and the animals who live near 
it. The Museum has made a commitment to restoring this 
riparian area, to support native plant and animal popu-
lations. Meadow-side exhibits include the covered Meadow 
Sounds Kiosk and the Solitary Wasp exhibit. 

To the south and west of the museum building, visi-
tors find a set of exhibits along the Ridge Trail inter-
preting decay in the forest, the differing temperatures 
below-ground and above the treetops, the myriad forms 
of life found on the bark of a single tree, and the life in 
a woodland pond in the spring. The Bird’s Eye View offers 
a glimpse at what the forest looks like to a bird flying 
through the forest canopy. 

And, to the north of the Hughes Pavilion, visitors 
enjoy the Blood Brook Overlook (once the site of a mill 
that used the water power of Blood Brook), the Stone 
Wall exhibit, and the covered Animal Tracks Kiosk, with 
information about the signs (tracks and …ahem… 
other materials) that animals leave behind.

So, on your next visit to the Montshire, pick up a map 
and start exploring the Museum’s 100 acres. And, don’t 
forget to keep an eye out for wildlife along the way.

   from the director

Dear friends,
the Montshire is unique in 
the world of science centers 
with its mix of interactive ex-
periences inside the museum 
building and an extensive 
outdoor landscape showcas-
ing the natural world.  

over the next several months, 
we’ll be developing a plan to 
expand visitors’ engagement 
outside the museum build-
ing. As part of this process, 
we’ll be evaluating visitor 
comments and survey re-
sults. with support from the 
new hampshire charitable 
foundation, we’ll visit and 
closely examine a number 
of other museums, botanical 
gardens and arboreta across 
the country, and develop a 
series of recommendations 
for changes to our trail sys-
tem and additional outdoor 
exhibit experiences. our goal 
is to enhance the learning ex-
periences for our visitors and 
deepen their engagement 
with the natural treasures 
found right outside our doors.

the possibilities are exciting, 
and i hope you will continue 
to offer your suggestions and 
feedback to enhance this 
process. 

thank you,

David goudy
executive Director



Outside Learning
Jennifer rickArDs nAMeD noyce 
leADershiP fellow
Associate Director Jennifer rickards is one 
of 17 museum leaders selected as a noyce 

fellow. the noyce leader-
ship institute (nli) brings 
together leaders in infor-
mal science education 
from around the world to 
act as change agents at 
the crossroads of societal 
trends, global issues, and 
the cutting edge of sci-

ence. nli envisions an essential and transfor-
mative role for science centers and other in-
formal science institutions in the engagement 
of citizens of every age in understanding cru-
cial science-related issues. Jennifer will focus 
on developing a community partnership to 
determine new strategies for the Museum to 
engage underserved families in our region.

new Montshire stAff
we are pleased to welcome Diane church to 
the visitor services team, while bob shanna-
han recently joined the facilities and mainte-
nance staff. 

2013 Photo contest
enter the 2013 Montshire photo contest. 
Montshire caters to a broad audience and this 
year’s categories reflect that. enter your best 
photos in any of the following three catego-
ries: children, families, or adults. finalists will 
be selected, then everyone will have a chance 
to vote for their favorite photo online. win-
ners receive a $25 Monsthire gift certificate 
and their photos will be published in the fall 
newsletter.

lunch service in the hughes PAvilion
no need to pack a lunch. Montshire visitors 
will be able to enjoy delicious lunch, beverages, 
snacks, and ice cream this summer. Maple 
street catering will be serving up a variety of 
sandwiches June 22–september 2, from 
11 a.m.–4 p.m.

All AboArD the white river flyer
Jump onboard the white river flyer train for 
a great ride to the Montshire. there is a new 
schedule this summer: thursdays, saturdays, 
and sundays, July 25–August 29. check on-
line for details.

new McA leADershiP
the Montshire corporate Associates (McA) 
began 2013 with new leadership and renewed 
energy. two members of the Museum’s board 
of trustees are serving as co-chairs of the 

n e w s  a n d  n o t e s

McA: grant Macewan, of Mascoma savings 
bank, and steve voigt, with king Arthur flour. 
they are excited about recruiting new business 
members and ensuring that the McA offers 
the right selection of benefits.

“the Montshire corporate Associates is a 
great way for local companies to support the 
Montshire and, in return, receive excellent 
benefits. it’s a true win-win scenario,” said 
grant Macewan. “the Montshire is a tremen-
dous resource for families and many of king 
Arthur flour’s employee-owners take advan-
tage of the discounts and family days offered 
through McA membership,” said steve voigt.

the next employee Appreciation Day is 
saturday, June 1. employees of McA member 
companies are invited to bring their families 
for a free visit. for more information contact 
michelle.kersey@montshire.org

new enDowMent for school 
PArtnershiPs
the Montshire Museum is pleased to an-
nounce the establishment of the windsor 
and Marilyn hunter endowment for school 
Partnerships. this new fund will support the 
Museum’s school Partnership initiative, which 
is a long-term effort designed to strengthen 
the capacity of small, rural schools to offer a 
high-quality science education. income from 
the endowment will support essential services 
such as teacher professional development, 
curriculum materials, classroom support and 
co-teaching, and community science events. 
we hope this generous gift will inspire others 
to help support the financial stability and sus-
tainability of the school Partnership initiative. 

in MeMoriAM: 
Peter stettenheiM
Peter stettenheim, a found-
ing trustee of the Montshire 
Museum, died unexpect-
edly on January 20 at the 
age of 84. his signature is 
on the articles of incorpora-
tion filed with the state of 
new hampshire to establish 
the Museum in 1974. Peter 
served on the board of trustees for many 
years, helping lead the Museum through its 
challenging early years into an era of stability 
and growth. As an ornithologist and natural-
ist, his contributions to the Museum extend-
ed well beyond the board room; Peter taught 
courses on birds and documented countless 
events and visitors in his photographs. he will 
be missed.



Lego® afterschool 
Mondays, April 29, May 6 & 13 
(3-part series)
3:15–5:15 p.m.
Design and create LEGO 
machines and robots. 
Learn about gears, linkag-
es, and more. We’ll design 
and build mini-machines, 
introduce LEGO robotics 
and simple programming, 
then make a robot move 
and respond to its envi-
ronment. For children in 
grades 3–5. Members $90 
non-members $100

e d u c a t i o n a L  p r o g r a m s :  s p r i n g / s u m m e r  2 0 1 3

         Please visit www.montshire.org for more information and to register online.  

chiLdren and 
youth
homeschoolers’ series: 
aquatic 
explorations
Mondays, April 22, 29 & May 6
10:30 a.m.–noon for ages 6–8
1–2:30 p.m. for ages 9–12
Explore aquatic life and 
get further acquainted 
with the many vertebrate 
species living in our local 
ponds and streams, such as 
frogs, salamanders, turtles, 
and fish. Use a microscope 
to get a close-up look and 
learn about aquatic insects 
and invertebrates.  Mem-
bers $60, non-members $66 

young scientist 
program
Wednesdays, April 24–May 15
Morning, 9:30–11:30 a.m., 
or afternoon, 1–3 p.m.
A weekly program that 
includes hands-on experi-
ments, fun projects, and 
individual explorations in 
the physical and natural 

wearable electronics! 
Tuesday, April 16. 10 a.m.–noon
Discover how easy it is to combine LED 
technology and coin batteries with 
some knowledge of circuits to light up 
a pin, hat, or shirt. Use our plain fabric 
or bring your own item of clothing. For 
children in grades 4–7. Members $45, 
non-members $50

a parent–child workshop:
build it!
Tuesday, April 16. 2–4 p.m.
Calling all builders! Use real tools and 
a variety of materials to make a car, 
robot, house, or other amazing work of 
art. Add mini-lights to make your cre-
ation shine. For children in grades K–3 
and a parent. Members $20, non-members 
$25 per child/parent pair

recipes for fun
Thursday, April 18. 10 a.m.–noon
Mix up your own play dough, finger 
paint, and sidewalk chalk using com-
mon household ingredients. For children 
in grades K–3. Members $30, non-mem-
bers $35

scribblebots
Thursday, April 18. 1–3 p.m.
Learn how to create a cool mini-robot that 
draws as it dances. For children in grades 
4–6. Members $40, non-members $45

rockets family 
workshop
Friday, April 19
10:30 a.m.–noon and 2–3:30 p.m.
Build and launch your own rocket that is 
powered with compressed air and water! 
You’ll get a chance to experiment with the 
perfect blend to make your rocket fly the 
highest. $20 per family

vacation week programs: 
“make it” theme

sciences—all specially de-
signed to get preschoolers 
(ages 4+) and kindergart-
ners excited about science.
Members $165 
non-members $180

friday nights for
teen tinkerers
Fridays, March 29 & April 26  
6:30–8 p.m.
The tinkering studio is open! 
Design, create, and build 
some really cool stuff. For 
youth in grades 6+. Members 
$14, non-members $16 
 



speciaL events
annual egg drop 
challenge
Saturday, April 6. 2 p.m.
Design a container that will 
protect a raw egg from a 
harrowing 18-foot plunge. 
Build your container at 
home, or at the Museum 
from noon to 2 p.m. Then 
it’s “eggs away” as you 
launch your design over the 
railing. For building guide-
lines, visit montshire.org/
eggdrop.
Free with Museum admission

ephemeral Zoo
Saturday, May 11
10:30 a.m.–3:30 p.m.
Experience the wonders 
of spring! Meet amphibian 
and aquatic creatures such 
as spotted salamander, 
wood frogs, and toads from 
local marshes and ponds. 
Take part in special indoor 
activities and hands-on 
explorations throughout 
the day. 
Free with Museum admission

super science days: 
Combine some hot topics 
with really cool activities. 
Free with Museum admission.

nature: up close and 
personal
Saturday, July 6

up, up, and away!
Saturday, July 20

splash! exploring water
Saturday, August 3

microworlds: investigation 
of the very small
Saturday, August 17

aduLts
montshire unleashed
Fridays, April 5, July 19, 6–9 p.m.
The Montshire Museum is 
open after hours for adults 
of all ages. Pull up a stool 
at the Science Discovery Lab 
for some amazing activities, 
join a friend and try the 
“Montshire Challenge,” or 
simply explore the Muse-
um’s exhibits on your own. 
Cash bar.  Free for members, 
non-members $12

         Please visit www.montshire.org for more information and to register online.  

    where Learning is part 
of the fun!
Montshire summer camp—an upper valley 
tradition for almost 30 years—continues to 
enhance its offerings with ten unique camp pro-
grams. Along with some favorites such as Preschool nature 
camp and upper valley Adventures, there are two new camps 
for youth entering 7th and 8th grade: Animate it! and Mont-
shire Maker camp.

“we continue designing programs for kids that support their 
developing interests and skills in nature and science,” says 
Amy vanderkooi, the Montshire’s walter Meriwether and 
eleanor D. furlow summer camp Director. “learning and 
having fun are what camp is all about—and with the help 
of our skilled staff, we do a lot of both.” 

register soon for one or more weeks. save $15 when you 
register for two weeks, and $30 for three weeks. Montshire 
members receive special member pricing. for more informa-
tion, or to register online, visit www.montshire.org/summer-
camp. call 802-649-2200 (M-f, 8:30 a.m.–5 p.m.), or stop 
by the Museum with your questions. 

montshire  summer camp * Requires pre-registration

elements of a 
woodland garden
Saturday, May 18. 9 a.m.–noon
Join Montshire’s native 
plants gardener, Anne 
Fayen, to learn about the 
elements of a woodland 
garden. 
Using Montshire’s Woodland 
Garden as a model, learn 
about design principles, 
native plant selection and 
care, how to identify and 
accentuate natural features, 
and how to create a garden 
path. Limit 12 participants. 
Members $60 
non-members $70 

pteridophytes in 
vermont 
Saturday, July 27
10 a.m.–2 p.m.
The Montshire Museum’s 
100 acres along the Connect-
icut River contain alkaline 
rocks. Learn about the ex-
tensive variety of ferns, club 
mosses, and horsetails that 
thrive in this environment. 
We’ll begin in the classroom, 
and then head outdoors. 
Limit 16 participants.
Instructors: Don Lubin and 
Ray Abain, fern enthusiasts.
Montshire or NEWFS members 
$46, non-members $56 

teachers
teaching Life cycles, 
habitats, and sea-
sonal change with 
insects & amphibians
Friday, May 10, or Tuesday, 
August 20, 9 a.m.–3 p.m.
Grade 1–3 teachers, $125



n e w  p r o g r a m  o f f e r i n g s

Many teens tell us that they visit less often than 
they used to, but they still enjoy the challeng-
es and experiences found at the Montshire. 

This year, we are offering a number of new, targeted pro-
gramming opportunities to determine how we can best 
meet this group’s needs and interests.

Drawing inspiration from the national “maker move-
ment,” the Montshire began offering a new program: 
Friday Nights for Teen Tinkerers. Youth in grades 6-9 are 
invited to come use their imagination and sharpen their 
neurons. “Friday Nights for Teen Tinkering is a chance for 
young people to use their creativity to make something,” 
said Rachel Donegan, Montshire Educator and Program 
Manager. “Depending on the topic, they might learn 
how to solder, use iPads to create a stop-motion film, or 
create a hat or piece of jewelry with LEDs. Each tinkering 
night is an opportunity to play with ideas and hang out 
with other kids who like to investigate, problem solve, 
and make things.” The next Teen Tinkering Nights are 
scheduled for March 29 and April 26.

Montshire is offering two new Summer Camp op-
tions this year for youth entering 7th or 8th grade. In 
our Animate It! session, participants will use science and 
creativity as they make short films. They will start with 
zoetropes and flipbooks, and then move into stop-motion 
filmmaking using cameras and computers. Montshire 
Maker Camp will incorporate similar tinkering activities 
offered in our Friday Nights for Teen Tinkerers, in a more 
intensive, week-long format. Additional sessions for this 
age group include Aquatic Investigations, Kinetic Art, and 
Inventors’ Workshop.

Montshire’s inaugural FIRST® LEGO® League team 
won an award for robot design and had the opportunity 
to compete in the New Hampshire state competition. 
We’ll be recruiting a new team in the fall. It’s a great op-
portunity for young people interested in engineering and 
robotics.

Everyone benefits from the opportunity to engage 
in science and develop their critical thinking skills, but 
the years leading up to age 13 are critical. Studies have 
shown that developing an interest in science by the end 
of middle school has a significant impact on future sci-
ence and engineering career choices.

u p c o m i n g  e x h i b i t s

Programs for 
Young Teens

One of the Montshire’s strategic goals is to maintain our 
engagement with youth as they grow older.

Playing with Time
Imagine being able to speed up or 

slow down some of the world’s most 
amazing natural phenomena. 

Watch a stream of water 
freeze midair as a set of 
separate drops, or watch 
millions of years of geologi-
cal evolution unfold in just a 
matter of seconds. Manipu-
late time to examine the hid-
den world of change with 
a new traveling exhibition, 
Playing with Time, at the 
Montshire May 25 through 
September 6.

Playing With Time provides 
visitors with a hands-on ex-
perience using high-speed 
photography, time-lapse 
videos, natural records of 
change like eroded rocks 
and lake cores, and other 
“time-shifting” techniques 
to discover the changes 
that take place in the world 
beyond our perception. Visi-
tors will be able to see some 
of the tools that help scien-
tists make sense of how our 
world works. 
Playing With Time is a co-pro-
duction of the Science Museum 
of Minnesota and Red Hill 
Studios. The exhibit was made 
possible with support from the 
National Science Foundation.

Opens May 25
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Always check www.montshire.org for the most up-to-date information, 
full program descriptions, and to register. 

www.montshire.org   C   = Children  F  = Families  
A  = Adults  T      = Teachers   Y       = Youth

MArch
29    Teen Tinkering Y     

APril
5  Montshire Unleashed  A

6  Egg Drop Contest  F   
16  Wearable Electronics! C

16  Build It!  F

18  Recipes for Fun C

18  ScribbleBots C

19  Rockets  F

22  Homeschoolers’ Series:  Aquatic Explorations C

24  Young Scientist Program, (series begins) C

26  Teen Tinkering Y     

29  LEGO® Afterschool (series begins) C

MAy
3  Montshire Benefit Auction  A

10  Teaching Life Cycles, Habitats, and Seasonal Change  T     
11  Ephemeral Zoo F

18  Elements of a Woodland Garden  A   
24  Playing With Time, exhibit preview, 5:30–7 p.m. F

25  Playing With Time, exhibition opens F

June
1    MCA Employee Appreciation Day

July
6  Super Science Day—Nature Up Close F   
19   Montshire Unleashed  A

20  Super Science Day—Up, Up, and Away! F

27  Pteridophytes in Vermont  A

August
3  Super Science Day—Splash! Exploring Water  F

17  Super Science Day—Microworlds: Investigations of the Very Small  F

20  Teaching Life Cycles, Habitats, and Seasonal Change T     

Playing with Time
Opens May 25.

Montshire
Museum

spring/summer



montshire news

The Montshire Museum of Science 
publishes Montshire News three 
times a year. Montshire members 
receive a free subscription.

executive director David Goudy

associate director Jennifer Rickards

editor Beth Krusi

design Wendy McMillan Design

The Montshire Museum of Science 
features exhibits and programs 
on natural and physical sciences. 
The Montshire is an interpretive 
center for the Silvio O. Conte 
National Fish and Wildlife Refuge. 
The outdoor Science Park leads to 
a network of walking trails on our 
110-acre property.

Hours: Open daily 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Closed Thanksgiving, Christmas.

Phone: 802-649-2200 

Web: www.montshire.org

Admission fee

$12 adults, $10 children ages 2–17. 
Free for Museum members and chil-
dren under the age of 2.

First floor exhibit spaces 
and bathrooms are entirely 
wheelchair accessible. 

Second floor exhibit spaces can 
be reached by elevator. Several 
nature trails on the Quinn Nature 
Preserve are also wheelchair
accessible. 

montshire museum
board of trustees 

Jim barrett

cinny bensen

Jay benson

Jennifer brown

lisa cashdan

Margaret cheney

David goudy

Mark israel

kevin lane keller

grant Macewan

lu Martin

Philip Mccaull

Peter Mertz

David otto

walter Paine

catherine richmond

Margaret rightmire, Chair

rick roesch

Andrew samwick

roger sloboda

John vogel

steve voigt

Jennifer williams

n
on

-P
ro

fit
 o

rg
.

u
.s

. P
os

ta
ge

PA
iD

Pe
rm

it 
n

o.
 1

70
w

hi
te

 r
iv

er
 Jc

t.,
 v

t
M

o
n

ts
h

ir
e 

M
u

se
u

m
 o

f 
Sc

ie
n

ce
O

n
e 

M
on

ts
h

ir
e 

R
oa

d
N

or
w

ic
h

, V
er

m
on

t 
05

05
5

montshire museum

Fiddlehead

FLING

2013

MONTSHIRE MUSEUM OF SCIENCE

FRIDAY, MAY 3

BENEFIT AUCTION

6 p.m.

www.montshire.org/auction


