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D

id T-Rex live closer in time
to Apatosaurus or your
parents? Were dinosaurs
warm-blooded? Uncover fossils and
discover the truth about dinosaurs in
Dinosaur Revolution, an exciting new
exhibition at the Montshire Museum
of Science opening September 24.
Travel through time and get a
dinosaur’s eye view of their environment! Experience what it’s like to
crush the earth beneath your
gigantic feet as you Make Tracks in
Travel through
the Triassic. Learn to fly as you Glide
time and get a
through the Jurassic. Return to the
dinosaur’s eye view
present day and engage in the most
of their environment.
current dino-debates. Testify in
T-Rex’s defense, save a natural
history museum from an expensive fossil hoax, and scale a wall
of mysteries as you Climb Through Time.
Embark on three Mesozoic missions spanning 150 million
years, mimic dinosaur behavior, and LIVE LARGE in reptilian
role-play activities. Experience what it’s like to be a paleontologist
who finds evidence of dinosaur doings, and learn why dinosaurs
are one of the most successful survivors in Earth’s history, despite
common misconceptions. Dinosaur Revolution challenges your
knowledge, presents cutting-edge discoveries, and debunks popular myths.
Created by Minotaur Mazes, Dinosaur Revolution is an interactive maze and a hands-on learning experience in which you are
invited to investigate all things dinosaur...ultimately unearthing
a shocking discovery: that dinosaurs may not be extinct after all!
Dinosaurs provide people of all ages with an exceptional
educational opportunity. Both dramatic and charismatic, they
engage us in thinking about how life on Earth has changed over
a very long period of time.
This appearance of Dinosaur Revolution is made
possible by Exhibition Sponsor Geokon,
and Exhibition Supporter Ledyard National Bank.

F R OM T H E D IR E CTO R

MAKING AN IMPACT

Early Childhood
Development
“Science tells us that early childhood is a time of both
great promise and considerable risk.
Having responsive relationships with adults, growthpromoting experiences, and healthy environments for
all young children helps build sturdy brain
architecture and the foundations of resilience.”
—HARVARD CENTER ON THE DEVELOPING CHILD

I love dinosaurs. Always have.
Always will. I flirted with being a paleontologist once, but
an internship at a dinosaur
lab taught me that I would be
much better off appreciating
and talking about dinosaurs
than performing research on
dinosaur footprints.
For countless children, dinosaurs are the hook that gets
them interested in science. So
what is it that makes dinosaurs
and kids a perfect match?
Dinosaurs spark our curiosity—
they’re amazing creatures who
existed before humans, but we
still have their fossilized bones.
Because they’re grounded in
reality, yet open to the wonder
of our imagination, they’re the
perfect catalyst for scientific
inquiry. Kids can make observations from resources, collect
data, hypothesize about how
dinosaurs lived, and practice
their scientific communications skills by talking (to everyone who will listen) about
their passion for dinosaurs.
The visiting exhibition Dinosaur Revolution brings together
two of my favorite things—
dinosaurs and mazes. You’ll
experience the joy of science
by learning with your whole
body as you explore the twists
and turns of a maze filled with
fun dino-facts!
And remember…it’s okay to
keep loving dinosaurs, no
matter how old you are!

Marcos A. Stafne, Ph.D.
Executive Director

T

he first years of life are a critically important time for children’s brains to develop and for
them to acquire the skills they need
for success in school and in life.
The Montshire Museum provides a
growth-promoting environment in
which young children can bond with
the adults in their lives and practice
new skills through creative play and
experimentation. Throughout the Museum’s galleries
and outdoor spaces, there are many hands-on learning
opportunities for children in this age group—including
Andy’s Place, an exhibit area specifically designed for
young children and their caregivers. Museum visitors
share learning experiences and create memories that
can strengthen family and social bonds.
Montshire offers a variety of other experiences to support children in these critical, early years. For example,
Books and Beyond, Preschool Nature Camp, and weekly
Young Scientist programs engage children in structured
educational experiences. Daily programs at the Science
Discovery Lab include learning opportunities that are
specifically designed for preschool audiences. And over
the past year, Montshire educators provided professional
development programming and support for early childhood educators in Pre-K programs at Vermont schools
and childcare centers (funded by the A.D. Henderson
Foundation). Montshire’s Warm Welcome program ensures that low-income children of all ages have access to
these valuable Museum experiences.
While it’s never too late to strengthen cognitive skills,
we recognize that the early years are critical for building
a healthy and resilient brain.

NEWS AND NOTES

NEW TO THE MUSEUM

Join us in welcoming two new staff members
to the Montshire:
Joan Toland, Membership
Administrator, returned to the
Montshire in July after a sixyear hiatus. During that time,
she and her husband had an
adventure in the Northeast
Kingdom while he was a manager at The Balsams. They moved back to Lebanon in 2013
and Joan has been waiting for her chance to
rejoin the Montshire team ever since. Joan
has two grown children and is an avid tennis
player. Her favorite part of the Museum and
the reason she returned? “The people who
work here!”
Heidi Reynolds, Development
Coordinator, Events and Volunteers, began in April, just in
time for Montshire’s annual
benefit auction, the Fiddlehead
Fling. Heidi is a Hanover resident, mother, and longtime Upper Valley volunteer. If you haven’t met her through FIRST™
LEGO™ League, Hanover High volleyball, The
Prouty, or Northern Stage, you will definitely
meet her at one of the many upcoming Montshire events. She is thrilled to throw her energy
into an organization that supports exploration
and the love of learning for all ages. Heidi’s
favorite part of the museum? “Hearing the
squeals of delight all day long!”

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

Did you know that most of our blue-aproned
explainers are volunteers? The Montshire has
many different ways you can get involved in
bringing the joy of science to your community. Whether you enjoy working outdoors
maintaining trails, helping ‘explain’ science to
our visitors, finding just the right items to offer at our annual benefit auction, stuffing envelopes, or dreaming up menus and décor for
events, we can always use your help! Please
contact Heidi.Reynolds@Montshire.org or
submit an online volunteer application (click
“Join Our Team” under the “About” tab on
montshire.org) to contribute your time to the
Montshire’s continued success. We cannot do
it without you!

MCA EMPLOYEE
APPRECIATION NIGHT
WEDNESDAY SEPTEMBER 28, 2016
Montshire Corporation Associates (MCA) is
a mutually beneficial membership program
for local businesses. Montshire offers special
benefits to MCA member companies. On
Wednesday, September 28, the Museum

will extend visiting hours from 5:30 p.m. to
7:00 p.m. exclusively for MCA companies’
employees and their families. Admission to
the museum is free, purchases in the Museum
Store are reduced 10%, and memberships
purchased that evening are $10 off. Enjoy
an evening with your co-workers exploring
the Tinkering Loft and Dinosaur Revolution! To
learn more about becoming a MCA member
click “Montshire Corporate Associates” under
the “Join” tab at montshire.org.

MAGIC CARPET’S FINAL SEASON

After three decades of international explorations, the volunteers of our Magic Carpet
series have crafted their final three travelogues. Join us for this farewell season as we
celebrate the world around us and enjoy
regionally inspired food. Programs begin at
11 a.m. Lunch is served at noon. All proceeds
benefit Montshire’s educational mission.
Members $15, non-members $18.

 October 17, Namibia: Dan Hopkins
 November 14, Ireland: Aarne Vesilind
 December 12, Mongolia: Inge Brown

AMPLIFIED IMPACT

New Hampshire Charitable Foundation recognized Montshire Museum’s innovative programming this spring with a $25,000 grant
from the Entrepreneurs Fund of New Hampshire (EFNH). Funds will enable the Museum
to expand the reach of Tinkering Kits and
engage more youth in hands-on engineering activities. “There are 15,000 fifth-grade
students in New Hampshire, and I want every
single one of them to have the opportunity to
build a passion for science,” said Montshire’s
Director of Education Greg DeFrancis, who
participated in the EFNH Pitch Camp.

EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS: FALL 2016
Afterschool Adventures

©Valley News/ Geoff Hansen

CHILDREN
Books and Beyond!
Science for Preschoolers

Mondays, September 12,
October 17, November 7,
December 5. 10:15 or 11:30 a.m.
Discover an exciting new
tale and the real science
behind the story. Each
week presents a different
book and a fun, hands-on
experiment for children
ages 3–5 and their parents
or caregivers. Free with Museum admission.

Young Scientist
Program

Session 1: Wednesdays,
September 7–October 19
(7 weeks)
Session 2: Wednesdays,
October 26–December 14
(7 weeks)
Choose either 9:30–11:30 a.m.
or 1–3 p.m.
Kickstart a child’s love of
science. Each week children
will be introduced to new
hands-on experiments, fun
projects, and individual investigations in the physical
and natural sciences. For
preschoolers (ages 4+) and
kindergartners.
Limit: 15 children/session.
Members $210, non-member $230.

Homeschoolers Series:
Kitchen Chemistry
Thursdays, October 20, 27,
and November 3
Ages 6-8, 10:30 a.m.–12 p.m.
Ages 9-12, 1–2:30 p.m.
Join other homeschoolers
in a three-part series of
inquiry-based science classes. We’ll concentrate on
chemistry that can be done
at home with ingredients
found in the kitchen. Activities will explore density,
mixtures, pH, and physical
and chemical reactions.
Limit: 14 children. Members
$70, non-members $77.

Series 1: Tuesdays,
October 11, 18, and 25
Series 2: Thursdays,
November 3, 10, and 17
Drop off between 3:15 and
3:30 p.m., pick-up at 5:15 p.m.
For kids who love “doing”
science! Explore science
and nature using hands-on
experiences and real experiments. Together, we will hypothesize, test, observe, and
ignite our imaginations. Each
three-part series dives into a
different theme each week.
For children in grades K–2.
Limit: 12 children. Members
$90, non-members $100.

Inventors Afterschool

Tuesdays, November 8, 15, 22
Drop off between 3:15 and
3:30 p.m., pick-up at 5:15 p.m.
This three-part series empowers children who love
building, tinkering, and figuring out how things work.
Our guided investigations
uncover the inner workings
of simple machines, mechanics, and energy transfer as we design and build
amazing contraptions. For
children in grades 3–5.
Limit: 12 children. Members
$95, non-members $105.

Montshire Makers

Fridays, September 16, October
21, November 4, December 2
6:30–8 p.m.
Come and spend a Friday
evening exploring new
skills and hanging out with
friends. Design, create, and
build something cool. Preregister for any (or all) of
the fall sessions—or just
drop in. Each month will
feature a different activity.
For youth in grades 6–9.
Members: $8,
non-members: $10
September 16:
Wire Sculptures and Soldering
Start off the Montshire Maker season by building crazy
sculptures with wire in the
Tinkering Loft. We’ll learn
to bend, cut, balance, and
solder wires to form all sorts
of shapes and curves. We’ll
end the night by making a
human form from wire.

October 21: Mad Hatter for
Halloween Hipness
With Halloween approaching fast, gather at the Museum to create a monstrous
mask, ridiculous tiara, or
awesome headdress. We’ll
have a variety of materials,
fabrics, electronic bling,
and more to fashion a special one-of-a-kind costume
accessory for Halloween!
November 4:
Selfies and Science
Bring a digital camera or
use one of our iPads as we
explore the Museum on a
photographic safari. Learn
how to compose a great photograph while taking the craziest selfies you can imagine.
We’ll have the whole museum to ourselves, so there’s
no reason to be shy!
December 2:
Light Up the Upper Valley
Help construct a large map
of the Upper Valley and
then create your own favorite landmarks, lit up with
LEDs. Learn about circuits
and lighting as you build
miniature architectural
models with cardboard,
foam core, and a variety of
tools and materials.

FAMILY
Homeschoolers’ Day

Earth through Time

Thursday, October 6,
10 a.m.–3 p.m.
Join other homeschoolers
and their families as we
uncover the geologic history and fossil record of the
Earth. We’ll feature a number of hands-on workshops
on geologic time, fossils,
and plate tectonics. Then,
dig through the Museum’s
Dinosaur Revolution exhibit
on display this fall. A great
way to add a STEM learning
experience to your homeschool curriculum!
Free with Museum
admission.

														

Programs with fees require
pre-registration

Archaeology Day

Saturday, September 10
10:30 a.m.–4 p.m.
How did Vermonters live
in the past? What tools did
they make and how did
they make them? What
was going on in the Upper
Connecticut Valley during
the last 12,000 years? Find
out for yourself at Archaeology Day. Activities include
a hands-on archaeological
dig, demonstrations of Native pottery and stone tool
making, an archaeology
“road show,” and a lecture
by a local archaeologist.
Free with Museum admission.

Fossil Frenzy &
Dinosaur Day

Saturday, October 22
10:30 a.m.–4 p.m.
Rocks can hold ancient
secrets. Help crack open
Earth’s history as we celebrate dinosaurs, fossils, and
the once-hidden tales of
geology. Come explore real
fossils from the Museum’s
collection, learn about the
age of our planet, make
an Earth timeline to bring
home, and visit Dinosaur
Revolution. Free with Museum admission.

MONTSHIRE UNLEASHED

Science at the Poles:
A Day with Climate
Scientists

Saturday, November 5
11 a.m.–3 p.m.
From sea ice to glaciers,
Dartmouth scientists and
Montshire educators team
up to get you up close and
personal with the science,
tools, and stories of climate
science. Dress up like a polar researcher, touch an ice
core, find McMurdo Station
on a map, and talk with
scientists about what it’s like
to be on the Greenland ice
sheet or at that the very bottom of the world. Free with
Museum admission.

ADULTS
Plate Tectonics and
History of the Earth

Mondays, September 19
through November 14 (no
class October 3) 3–5 p.m.
This 8-session course—
co-sponsored by the Osher
Lifelong Learning Institute
at Dartmouth—drills into
our geologic past with a
variety of readings, discussions, and guest lectures
by Montshire staff, professional geologists, and Osher study section leaders.
Pre-registration required at
osher.dartmouth.edu.

Mushroom Walk

Fridays, September 9, October
14, November 11, 6–9 p.m.
Let your inner curiosity
run wild! The Montshire is
open after hours for adults
of all ages. Pull up a stool
at the Science Discovery
Lab for some amazing
activities or simply explore
the Museum’s visiting and
permanent exhibits on
your own. Jasper Murdock
Ale and wine from the
Norwich Inn and food will
be available for purchase.
Sponsored by Mascoma
Savings Bank.

														

Sunday, October 2, 1–4 p.m.
Expert Faith Hunt hosts
seminar and foraging trip
designed to introduce you
to the spectacular variety of
local fungi. Learn to identify which mushrooms are
edible and which to avoid.
The program concludes
with an opportunity to sample some of the day’s edible
finds. Limit 12 adults. Members $60, non-members $70.

The Cougar Returns to
the East
Friday, October 28
5:30–7:30 p.m.
There is no question about
it—cougars are being seen
in eastern North America,
and some are attempting

to re-colonize their former
habitats. Join naturalist and
author Susan Morse for a
magnificently illustrated
introduction to cougar biology and ecology. Hear about
the latest confirmations of
cougars in the east. Free and
open to the public, but space
is limited. Co-sponsored by
Norwich Conservation
Council, Norwich Keeping
Track and Vermont Center
for Ecostudies.

TEACHERS
Science in the Outdoors
Teacher Workshop Series

Develop the skills needed
to engage students in
scientific inquiry in an
outdoor environment.
Each three-hour workshop
will introduce a different
grade-appropriate unit,
including science content,
lesson plans, tools, and educational resources. Dress
for hands-on work in the
classroom and outdoors.
Workshops are generously
supported by the Dorr
Foundation.
September 19: For grades
3–4, Decomposition
September 20: For grades
K–2, Observing the Natural
World
September 22: For grades
5–6, Using Data to Explore
Patterns
September 23: For grades
6–8, Soil Science
All workshops run from
noon–3 p.m. Limit: 10
participants/session.
Fee: $30 per afternoon.

Microscopes on the Road

Thursday, September 29
9 a.m.–3 p.m.
Delve into the lesson plans
and materials included
in this traveling science
unit. You will then be able
to borrow the classroom
set of microscopes for two
to three weeks during the
school year to complement
any life science unit on
cells, plants, or genetics.
For teachers of grades 5–8.
Limit: 4 schools. Fee: $150/
school.

Please visit www.montshire.org for more information and to register online.

MAKING MEMORIES—SUMMER 2016
SCIENCE PARK
Visitors explored
the properties of
water in Science
Park while experiencing the joy
of science.

MEMBER NIGHT
Members celebrated
summer and
science, July 22.

SUMMER CAMP
Middle School
Maker’s Camp

POP-UP SCIENCE
The Pop-Up Science tent traveled to 18 locations, making
science accessible and enjoyable for all.

TEEN
EXPLAINERS
Volunteer Teen
Corps members
facilitated the Tinkering Loft. These high
school students
had fun while making a difference in
their community,
and sending a clear
message to our visitors: Science is for
everyone!

RIVER SOCIETY
River Society
members
rocked out
during an
exclusive introduction to the
Making Music
prototype
exhibition.

VOLUNTEERS
A volunteer group picked and packed 226
bags of leaves to freeze for our leafcutter ants
this winter. Thank you!

Montshire
Museum
Fall 2016
Montshire Unleashed

7

Young Scientist Program, session 1 begins C

9

Montshire Unleashed: An Evening for Adults A

10 Archaeology Day F
12 Books and Beyond! Science for Preschoolers C
15 Montshire Corporation annual meeting, 4:30–6 p.m. (by invitation)
16 Montshire Makers: Wire Sculptures and Soldering Y
19 Teacher Workshop: Decomposition, grades 3&4 teachers E
19 Plate Tectonics and History of the Earth, Osher series begins A
20 Teacher Workshop: Observing the Natural World, K-2 teachers E
22 Teacher Workshop: Using Data to Explore Patterns, grades 5&6 teachers E
23 Teacher Workshop: Soil Science, grades 6–8 teachers E
23 Dinosaur Revolution, member opening, 5:30–7 p.m. F
24 Dinosaur Revolution, exhibition opens F

Calendar

SEPTEMBER

28 Montshire Corporate Associates employee appreciation night, 5:30– 7 p.m. F
29 Microscopes on the Road, grades 5–8 teachers E

OCTOBER
2		Mushroom Walk A
6		Homeschoolers’ Day: Earth through Time F
11		Afterschool Adventures Program for K-2, series 1 begins C
14		Montshire Unleashed: An Evening for Adults A
17		Books and Beyond! Science for Preschoolers C
17		Magic Carpet: Namibia A
20		Homeschoolers Series: Kitchen Chemistry, series begins C
21		Montshire Makers, Mad Hatter for Halloween Hipness Y
20		Montshire Fund Celebration, 5:30-7:30 p.m., by invitation
22		Fossils Frenzy and Dinosaur Day at Montshire F
26		Young Scientist Program, session 2 begins C
28		The Cougar Returns to the East, 5:30-7:30 p.m. A

NOVEMBER
4

Afterschool Adventures Program for K-2, series 2 begins C
Montshire Makers: Selfies and Science Y

5

Science at the Poles: A Day with Climate Scientists F

7

Books and Beyond! Science for Preschoolers C

8

Inventors Afterschool series begins C

3

11 Montshire Unleashed: An Evening for Adults A
14 Magic Carpet: Ireland A
18 Shop, Save, Explore, 5–7:30 p.m. F
25 Making Music, exhibition opens F

DECEMBER
2

Montshire Makers: Light Up the Upper Valley Y

5

Books and Beyond! Science for Preschoolers C

12 Magic Carpet: Mongolia A

Always check www.montshire.org for the most up-to-date information,
full program descriptions, and to register.

C = Children F = Families A = Adults

E = Educator Y = Youth
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The Montshire Museum of Science
features exhibits and programs on
natural and physical sciences. The
Montshire is an interpretive center
for the Silvio O. Conte National
Fish and Wildlife Refuge. The outdoor David Goudy Science Park
leads to a network of walking trails
on our 110-acre property.
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MONTSHIRE MUSEUM

Hours: Open daily 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Closed Thanksgiving, Christmas.
Phone: 802-649-2200
Web: www.montshire.org
Admission fee
$15 adults, $12 children ages 2–17.

MONTSHIRE MUSEUM
BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Clay Adams
Emily Anderson
Jim Barrett
Cinny Bensen
Jay Benson
Michael Bettmann
Jennifer Brown
Scott Brown

Montshire Museum of Science
One Montshire Road
Norwich, Vermont 05055

Summer rates: (June 20–Labor Day)
$17 adults, $14 children ages 2-17
Free for Museum members and
children under the age of 2.

Lisa Cashdan
Madeline Dalton
Justine Fahey
Gail Gentes
Frank Leibly
Philip McCaull, Chair
Peter Mertz
Walter Paine
Catherine Richmond
Ray Sears
Roger Sloboda
James A. Smith
Marcos Stafne
Steve Voigt

MONTSHIRE NEWS
The Montshire Museum of Science
publishes Montshire News three
times a year. Montshire members
receive a free subscription.
Executive Director Marcos Stafne
Associate Director Jennifer Rickards
Editor Beth Krusi
Design Wendy McMillan Design

First floor exhibit spaces
and bathrooms are entirely
wheelchair accessible.
Second floor exhibit spaces can
be reached by elevator. Several
nature trails on the Quinn Nature
Preserve are also wheelchair
accessible.

Artist Dan Snow’s
spectacular dry
stone sculpture
adjacent to the Museum entryway was
installed this summer. Contributions
to the David Goudy
Discovery Fund
made this possible—
thank you for your
support.

