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Owls are magnificent creatures 
with exceptional characteristics. 
They have long been symbols of 

wisdom and knowledge in our culture, 
and seem to radiate a sense of mystery, 
wisdom, and all-knowing—fascinating hu-
mans for centuries.  

Their distinctive attributes—eyes that en-
able keen vision used to hunt at dawn and 
dusk; peculiar facial discs that direct sound 
to ears on the sides of their heads; unique 
feather structure that allows nearly silent 
flight; and more—make them ideal subjects 
for artistic interpretation. 

Only Owls exhibition, opening at the 
Montshire Museum Saturday, September 13, 
brings together an array of artistic rep-
resentations of these remarkable raptors 
in pencil, charcoal, ink, watercolor, and 
woodcut. 

Each artwork provides insight into the 
fascinating world of owls and demon-
strates a variety of stylistic approaches by 
thirty artists, including Leonard Baskin, Ar-
thur Singer, Don Richard Eckelberry, Tony 
Angell, and Bart Walter. 

Only Owls is from the Leigh Yawkey 
Woodson Art Museum in Wausau, Wiscon-
sin, and will be on display at the Montshire 
Museum of Science September 13 through 
December 7, 2014.

Only Owls

To
p

: ©
 R

on
 K

in
gs

w
oo

d;
 In

se
t:

 ©
 A

nd
re

a 
Ri

ch

INTERESTING 
FACTS ABOUT 
OWLS:

A group of owls 
is called a parlia-
ment. Baby owls 
are called owlets. 

Owls have the 
ability to turn their 
heads 270 de-
grees. Their necks 
contain 14 verte-
brae, rather than 
the seven found in 
most other birds.

Owls are the birds 
most similar to hu-
mans because all 
owls have upright 
posture and for-
ward-facing eyes 
that give them bin-
ocular vision.

Owls have three 
eyelids: one for 
blinking, one for 
sleeping, and one 
for keeping their 
eyes clean and 
healthy.

There are over 150 
species of owls 
in the world, but 
only 19 species 
are found in North 
America.

 











V I S I T I N G  E X H I B I T I O N



Dear Friends,
Everyone loves stories. 

Personal experiences and 

meaningful interactions 

often resonate a great deal 

more than detailed explana-

tions or mounds of data. 

We can tell you how we 

designed a science exhibit or 

why we created a particular 

curriculum for an outreach 

program, but there’s 

nothing like a personal story 

of inspiration or discovery, 

direct from the source.

Museums like ours are 

learning how to tell our 

stories better. There is a 

movement within our field 

to collect and share those 

narratives that demonstrate 

our collective impact on our 

communities. The Montshire’s 

story is made up of your 

stories, however. We hope 

you leave the Montshire with 

stories to share every time 

you visit. And we encourage 

you to share them with us 

and with others. 

Thank you for your support 

and participation—key roles 

in the Montshire’s narrative. 

David Goudy
Executive Director

What is Montshire’s  Impact in the Community?
V I S I T O R  V O I C E S

The Montshire has provided me 
with a lifetime of memories, adven-
tures, and learning experiences. 
Now, as a summer intern, I have 
deepened my appreciation for the 
importance of science to the de-
velopment of children and to our 
community.

 —KALIN MC GOWAN
Intern

The Montshire 
Museum is an integral 
part of the economic 
and social fabric of 
the Upper Valley and 
its impact is far reach-
ing. They create an 
environment that 
welcomes everyone to 
participate.

—JANET REBMAN
Executive Director, Hanover Area 

Chamber of Commerce

My son enjoyed 
exploring, look-
ing closely at 
things, and 
finding things in 
nature while at 
Montshire camp, 
and he started 
doing it at home!  

 —SUMMER CAMP PARENT

Having been to many of 
the leading science and 
natural history museums 
in both North America 
and Europe, I can safely 
say this is one of the very 
best.  Every single ele-
ment is superb, from the 
outdoor waterpark to the 
firefly house! 

 —TRIP ADVISOR COMMENT

My early informal expe-
riences at the Montshire 
had a profound effect 
on me. I went on to 
study biology, ultimate-
ly working on cutting-
edge science in botany, 
marine biology, and 
neurobiology. Along 
the way, I discovered 
the importance and 
the joy of sharing the 
excitement of science— 
ending up where I start-
ed—at the Montshire, 
but this time behind the 
blue apron. 

—RACHEL SARGENT
Summer Explainer



What is Montshire’s  Impact in the Community?
V I S I T O R  V O I C E S

We asked members of the community 
to tell our story from their perspectives.

Here is what they said: 

Mack and Kate 
absolutely loved tin-
kering in the lab this 
afternoon. They were 
thrilled with their 
pivoting robot! Thank 
you Montshire for 
allowing them to 
discover and invent!!

 —JENNY FUNK LEVY
(Facebook) 

Any day is a great 
day at the Montshire. 
Thanks to everyone 
who makes it possible 
to offer the commu-
nity such a treasure of 
knowledge and fun! 

—WILHELM WANDERS
(Facebook) 

“There is no way we 
would know how to 
implement the Next 
Generation Science 
Standards (NGSS), or 
even where to start, 
without the Montshire’s 
School Partnership 
program. Mike was 
great helping us un-
derstand what NGSS 
means and what we 
should be doing in our 
classrooms!” 

  —TEACHER & PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT WORKSHOP 

PARTICIPANT

Thank you for 
expanding the Warm 
Welcome program. 
This will allow low-
income families to have 
even more opportunities 
to experience your 
amazing museum.

—SOCIAL SERVICE AGENCY

The programs are an excellent oppor-
tunity for my friends and me (many 
of whom are scientists) to expand our 
knowledge to other fields of science. 
Montshire creates a fun, innovative, 
and interactive atmosphere that can be 
enjoyed by people of all ages. As a pre-
senter at Montshire Unleashed, I realized 
how much I enjoy sharing science with 
the general public—it’s something I al-
ways want to be part of my career. 
 

—ROSS LIEB-LAPPEN 
PhD Candidate in Engineering

“I’m doing science, 
I’m doing science!”

— Y OUNG VISITOR 
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